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mean the political process anymore by being
so intensely partisan and so obsessed with
who’s got power and so obsessed with hurting
somebody who’s got it instead of somebody
who doesn’t that we forget that it’s all going
to be gone before you know it. And all that
really matters is what you do with the time
you have when you have it. That’s all that
counts.

When it’s all said and done, the people
of this country are going to have health care,
or they’re not. We’re going to reform this
welfare system, or we’re not. We’re going to
do something to make our kids safer on the
streets and in their homes and the schools,
or we’re not. We either are, or we aren’t.
When it’s all said and done, we’re going to
be closer together as an American family
without regard to our race or our age or our
gender or where we live or what our party
is, or we’re not. That is what this is about,
not who’s in but what we’re doing while we’re
there. And I say to you, I will do everything
I can, every day I have that job, to remember
that your investment is for your children and
your children’s children.

Larry Hawkins gave me this picture of his
granddaughter tonight at dinner, and he said,
‘‘I like you a lot, but I didn’t raise all this
money because I like you. I raised all this
money because this is my granddaughter, and
I want her to have a better future.’’ Praise
God that he thinks that, and I hope we can
do it.

Thank you very much, and God bless you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 p.m. in the
Sheraton Bal Harbour Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to Senator Bob Graham and David Wil-
helm, chairman, Democratic National Commit-
tee. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

Statement on Emergency Assistance
to the Northeast Fishing Industry
March 21, 1994

New England’s fisheries are experiencing
a virtual collapse, threatening the livelihoods
of thousands of New Englanders. The first
step to recovery is to restore the supply of
fish, and we are working to do that by re-

stricting fishing. But we must address the
economic impact that is being felt by individ-
uals, businesses, and communities. These re-
sources are targeted to specific programs that
will help the industry, help people, and help
communities get back on their feet.

NOTE: This statement was part of a White House
press release on emergency supplemental appro-
priations to assist the Northeast fishing industry
and communities affected by the collapse of
Northeast commercial fisheries.

Remarks in a Health Care
Roundtable With Small Business
Leaders
March 22, 1994

The President. Ladies and gentlemen,
first let me thank all of you for coming here.
We have several Members of the United
States Congress up here in the front. We’re
very glad to see all of them, and we thank
them for their presence. And we have small
business people here from all over America,
and we thank you for your presence. We’re
here primarily to hear from the small busi-
ness people who are here on the panel, and
perhaps some others if time permits.

I just want to make a couple of comments.
First of all, I very much appreciate the work
that Erskine Bowles has done as Director of
the Small Business Administration. I am
proud of the fact that I was able to appoint
someone to this job who was not just some-
one who had run unsuccessfully for office or
was otherwise looking for a patronage ap-
pointment. This man has spent 20 years help-
ing to finance small business creations and
expansions. And therefore, he has a clearer
understanding and grasp of what small busi-
nesses are really up against and the dif-
ference between the rhetoric of supporting
small business and the reality of it than per-
haps anyone who has held this job in a very
long time. Secondly, I want to thank my good
friend Congressman LaFalce for his leader-
ship on small business issues.

Finally, let me say that everybody, I think,
understands that one of the reasons that the
United States has not succeeded in providing
health security for all its people while every
other advanced economy has done so is the
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